
         Attachment 3 

Private Hunting Preserves: Staff proposal to modify OAR Division 47 to include nasal 
scarring as an allowed method of marking domestically raised upland game birds. 

Background 
Private Hunting Preserves are required to mark all upland game birds prior to release as a 
method to distinguish domestically raised upland game birds from wild upland game 
birds.  Preserves that harvest wild birds outside of the general seasons are required to 
provide compensation to the state for each wild bird harvested.  Oregon Revised Statute 
497.248 instructs the Commission to prescribe the manner for marking released birds and 
that the marking of birds must include plastic poultry bands.  Under current Oregon 
Administrative Rule (635-047-0025) all game birds reared for release shall be identified, 
prior to release, by a healed toe mark or by a plastic poultry band or other bands approved 
by the department. 

An accepted practice by many game bird propagators is to place “blinders” or 
“spectacles” on young upland game birds to discourage them from pecking each other 
during propagation.  The blinders are held in place by placing a “pin” through the nares 
of the bird (Figure 1).  When the blinders are removed prior to the bird’s release, there 
remains a slight, but obvious permanent deformity; in the form of enlarged nares (Figure 
2; Compare to the nares of bird that has never worn a blinder in Figure 3). Many Oregon 
hunting preserves purchase upland game birds from propagators in Idaho which does 
recognize nasal scarring as an accepted form of marking birds. 

Current Issue 
The Association of Oregon Hunting Preserves (AOHP) asked the department to include 
“nasal scarring” as one of the approved marking methods.  A temporary rule allowing the 
use of “nasal scarring” as a marking method was adopted in July 2006. (Private hunting 
preserves may be authorized to operate from August 1 through March 31.)  The 
temporary rule will expire on January 15, 2007.   

Prior to the adoption of the temporary rule, ODFW staff contacted OSP to determine if 
there were any enforcement concerns regarding the proposed use of nasal scarring as an 
approved marking method.  After considering the proposal and visiting with law 
enforcement in Idaho where nasal scarring is a permitted form of marking, OSP did not 
have any objections to the use of nasal scarring.  Pictures illustrating nasal scarring were 
provided to OSP so that officers in the field would be able to identify nasal scarring.  

Staff Recommendation 
Nasal scarring is a permanent form of marking that can be readily recognized, and cannot 
be easily simulated.  As such, ODFW staff recommends adopting the AOHP proposal 
which would amend OAR 635-047-0025 (1) to read: “All game birds reared for release 
upon hunting preserves shall be identified by a healed to mark, be marked with a plastic 
poultry band, or marked by a nasal scar.  A nasal scar is a permanent deformity 
caused by a blinder or device that partially obstructs the bird’s vision.”   



 

Figure 1.  A chukar partridge equipped with one form of a “blinder”. 

 

Figure 2.  A hen pheasant after a blinder has been removed showing the  

enlarged nares, or “nasal scarring” caused by the pin of the blinder. 

 



 
 
Figure 3.  Pheasant without “nasal scarring”.  The nares are not  
enlarged or rounded from having worn a “blinder” or “spectacle”. 


